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Book Reviews 375 

The Secret of the Sahara : Kufara. By Rosita Forbes. With an 
Introduction by Sir Harry Johnston. With fifty-four photographs by the 
author. New York: George H. Doran Company. 1921. Pp.356. 

Mrs. Forbes has given us a fascinating, even thrilling, narra- 
tive of adventure in the Great Desert. Her purpose was to 
visit Kufara, the sacred city of the Senussi, in the heart of the 
Libyan Desert. At the very outset of this difficult undertaking 
she had to elude the protective vigilance of the Italian military 
authorities, since her party set out from Jedabia, which is con- 
trolled from Tripoli. The rest of the journey was made in the 
face of two imminent perils: first, the fanatical spirit of the 
Senussi themselves, who so little appreciate tourists and explor- 
ers — to put it mildly — that only one other European had ever 
visited Kufara, one Rohlfs, a German explorer of forty years 
before, who barely escaped with his life after great sufferings and 
hazards and the loss of note-books, maps, drawings and scientific 
instruments ; and second, the predatory instincts of the Beda- 
win tribes, who welcome the chance of pillaging any caravan not 
strongly guarded. The desert itself is formidable to adventu- 
rous travellers. With the concurrence and assistance, however, 
of an Egyptian of culture, a graduate of El Azhar University, 
whose knowledge of land, folk and customs saved many a 
troublesome situation and to whom the book is dedicated, the 
journey was made, for, to offset all perils, Mrs. Forbes had a 
passport from the Sayed Rida es Senussi, that authorized the 
Sitt Khadija, a Moslem working for the good of Islam and the 
Senussi, and Ahmed Mohammed Bey Hassanein to visit the 
country. Through him she obtained a letter from the chief 
of the Senussi, Sidi Idris himself, and so long as her dis- 
guise remained unpenetrated, she was safe from the Senussi. 
But among the Senussi there were disaffected families, such 
as the Bahama, who plotted to destroy them, and they had to 
contend with the plots of Abdullah, one of the guides. 

From oasis to oasis, well to well, the party drove for- 
ward, once lost for several days among the sands, until Ku- 
fara was sighted. Most of the oases visited, fortunately, were 
in charge of friends, who received the explorers hospitably, 
although with a hospitality at times overwhelming. Most formi- 
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dable were the official dinners, which are described with a decided 
touch of humor. But it took more than humor to go through such 
harrowing experiences — courage and shrewdness and the spirit 
of the sportsman were the author's to keep a cool head in the 
midst of the discomforts of the desert and the intrigues that 
daily threatened life itself. As serenely unconscious of how 
fully she was the moving spirit of the enterprise as one could 
be, she took all these extreme chances without hesitation. . The 
letter of the Sidi Idris and the chivalry of the desert princes 
prevailed, so that both the advance to Kufara and the return 
were achieved with safety ; but the margin of safety was never 
too great, and few narratives have a suspense so long maintained. 

With it all, valuable observations were made resulting in 
authoritative contributions to our knowledge of geography and 
history. These are skilfully interwoven with the narrative, add- 
ing to it their own interest, so that the book is sure to find a 
warm welcome from the general reader; whose powers of dis- 
crimination are increasing and who will be less disposod to 
squander time on inferior writing, now that Mrs. Forbes has 
proved so convincingly how absorbing the account of a scientific 
mission can be made. 

J. B. Edwards. 

Wells College. 



Athenian Tragedy. By Thomas Dwight Goodell. New Haven: The 
Yale University Press. 1920. pp. 297. 

If one were to set out to read all the treatises on Greek tragedy 
that have already appeared, not much time would remain to him 
for reading the plays themselves. Should he undertake to study 
all the controversies that have arisen, time itself would fail. Con- 
troversies have been hotly waged over many problems of history 
and interpretation, many of them of inconsiderable signifi- 
cance; consequently the occasion for new books on this ab- 
sorbing subject presents itself rather because of the need 
of adjusting the present age to a larger appreciation of this 
most vigorous interpretative type of Greek art. There are, 
it would appear, two major problems involved : first, for the 



